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the same time, an entire liberty and security to the trade of
the Dutch.

"Thirdly, All reasonable methods shall be thought on,
with sincerity and truth, for giving satisfaction to the allies
of England and Holland.

" Fourthly, Whereas the affairs of the King of Spain are
in so good a condition as to furnish new expedients for
putting an end to the disputes about that monarchy, and
for settling it to the satisfaction of the several parties con-
cerned, all sincere endeavours shall be used for surmounting
the difficulties arisen upon this occasion ; and the trade and
interest of all parties engaged in the present war shall be
secured.

"Fifthly, The conferences, in order to treat of a peace
upon these conditions, shall be immediately opened; and
the plenipotentiaries, whom the King shall name to assist
thereat, shall treat with those of England and Holland,
either alone, or in conjunction with those of their allies, as
England shall choose.

"Sixthly, His Majesty proposes the towns of Aix la
Chapelle or Liege, for the place where the plenipotentiaries
shall assemble, leaving the choice likewise to England
of either of the said towns, wherein to treat a general
peace."

These overtures, although expressing much confidence
in the ministry here, great deference to the Queen, and
displeasure against the Dutch, were immediately transmitted
by Her Majesty's command to her ambassador in Holland,
with orders, that they should be communicated to the
pensionary. The Abbe Gaultier was desired to signify this
proceeding to the Marquis de Torcy; at the same time to
let that minister understand, that some of the above articles
ought to be explained. The Lord Raby, now Earl of
Stafford, was directed to tell the Pensionary, that Her
Majesty being resolved, in making peace as in making war,
to act in perfect concert with the States, would not lose a
moment in transmitting to him a paper of this importance :
that the Queen earnestly desired, that the secret might be
kept among as few as possible; and that she hoped the
Pensionary would advise upon this occasion with no person
whatsoever, except such, as by the constitution of that